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Teichert Ponds offers a unique and diverse
natural setting within the urban environment.
OWNED & MANAGED BY THE CITY OF CHICO

CHICO’S URBAN OASIS
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announce their presence with a resounding
rattle as they fly across the Ponds. They
perch on overhanging branches, looking for
fish to eat. They nest in burrows along the
Ponds’ banks.

History & Site Hydrology
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In the mid-1960s, the Teichert Construction Company mined the
site for gravel to construct the Hwy 99 overpass over Bidwell Park.
The area that is now the easternmost Pond (Pond 1 ) was dug to a
depth of about 10 feet, which ruptured a shallow aquifer. The pit
filled with water, creating the Ponds. Based on community urging
and the clear value of the Ponds for detention and treatment of
stormwater runoff, the City assumed ownership of the site in 1999 in
exchange for forgiveness of developer fees. Although created
unintentionally, the Ponds provide valuable habitat for all kinds of
wetland inhabitants. With 90% of the original wetland habitat of
California gone, the Ponds are something to treasure.
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Habitat Restoration
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Stormwater runoff from about 400 acres of urbanized area flows to
the Ponds, with the majority entering via three large drainage pipes
that discharge to the concrete lined ditch along the south
boundary of Pond 2. Sediments and nutrients settle in the ponds,
improving the quality of water that then flows into the creek. Water
eventually flows through Pond 3 and exits the site via a culvert into
Little Chico Creek.
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The Teichert Ponds Restoration Foundation, founded in 2010, has
spearheaded efforts to develop the Ponds as a passive park and
nature study preserve, as well as a functioning stormwater detention
facility. Complementing these goals are invasive plant removal projects, trail
repairs, and this kiosk.
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Invasive plants are non-natives that tend to compete with native vegetation, which
reduces the biodiversity that native animals depend on for survival. Invasive plants
are usually introduced by people, through landscaping or accidental introductions.
By removing such plants as privet, Himalayan blackberry, and pyracantha, the goal is
to restore the habitat to one that is better for local wildlife.
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For more information or to find out about volunteer opportunities on this and other
City properties, call the City of Chico, Parks Division at (530) 896-7800, or email
parkinfo@chicoca.gov.

According to U.S. Geological Survey maps, Little Chico Creek, which forms the northern boundary of
Teichert Ponds, is a perennial stream that originates in the foothills east of Chico and flows westward
through the community. In the urban area of Chico, the stream has limited habitat value for aquatic
species due to low flows and high temperatures (drying up completely in the summer). Still, the
riparian zone is an important wildlife movement corridor for birds and larger mammals, such as deer
and the occasional bobcat, migrating between the foothills and valley floor.
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Management of mosquito populations at Teichert Ponds is a critical activity that is coordinated
between the City of Chico and the Butte County Mosquito and Vector Control District. It is especially
important because of the reported occurrences of West Nile Virus in Chico and because several bird
species, (great blue heron, northern harrier and Swainson’s hawk among others), are known to
harbor West Nile Virus. Incorporation of mosquito control measures, such as planting mosquito fish
to eat mosquito larvae, minimizes mosquito problems.

Tax-deductible contributions can be made to the Teichert Ponds Restoration
Foundation, c/o North Valley Community Foundation, 240 Main St. Suite 260,
Chico, CA 95928.
For more information please contact:
Teichert Ponds Restoration Foundation
teichertponds.org
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WESTERN POND TURTLES

are mostly nocturnal, so your best chance of seeing one
would be around dusk. Look for evidence of their activity
like gnawed trees, burrows in the banks, and channels dug
between the Ponds. Trapped nearly to extinction by the
end of the 19th century, beavers are making a comeback.

nest in tree hollows 30-50 feet above the ground. Ducks are
precocial, which means they are ready to feed themselves
as soon as they are born, paddling after their mother,
depending on her for protection.

historically breed in the Arctic. In places with year-round
resources, they may become residents and will cease their
migration patterns. Areas such as the islands in the Ponds
protect these ground nesters from predators like raccoons,
foxes, and coyotes.

use logs in the Ponds as basking sites to regulate their body
temperature. The turtles make their nests along the banks of
the Ponds. Turtles have a slow reproduction rate in general
(this one can live over 35 years), so are particularly sensitive
to human disturbance.
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